Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe
Volume 10

Issue 5

Article 8

10-1990

Letter to the Editor
Rudolf Andorka
Economics University, Budapest

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/ree
Part of the Christianity Commons, and the Eastern European Studies Commons

Recommended Citation
Andorka, Rudolf (1990) "Letter to the Editor," Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe: Vol. 10 :
Iss. 5 , Article 8.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.georgefox.edu/ree/vol10/iss5/8

This Article, Exploration, or Report is brought to you for free and open access by Digital Commons @ George Fox
University. It has been accepted for inclusion in Occasional Papers on Religion in Eastern Europe by an authorized
editor of Digital Commons @ George Fox University. For more information, please contact arolfe@georgefox.edu.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
July 20 , 1990

Dear Editor:

Remembering our good conversations in Geneva and having read your essay "The Freeing
of Western Liberals" in OPREE I had the feeling that you might be interested in my ,
comments. I would like to encourage you western liberals and confirm that on the whole
your standpoint was the right standpoint. Obviously, all of us ought to be self-critical, but
you should not be too self-critical.
First, you were right when you rejected the undifferentiated ideological anti-Communism
of the conservatives. The socialist systems were differentiated, and you had to deal with
them in a differentiated way. It was not always easy to find the best way of differentiating
between the more honest and the less honest persons in the socialist societies. But certainly,
it is always wrong to think in terms of black and white. Most people were gray. In such a
system, which is authoritarian, you have to make compromises (it is much easier in a
totalitarian system, where there is no possibility of compromising, you are oppressed and
annihilated anyway.) The problem was always how to make good compromises.
Second, by being ready to have contact and to discuss with the Communist representatives
of these systems, you certainly helped the transformation of it much more than the
conservatives who were not willing to have contact with them.
Third, it was advantageous that you cooperated with the religious establishment, as 1 )
they were not villains, but persons who tried to accommodate and in most cases to help the
church, and 2) you certainly influenced them into the right direction.
As for the concrete case of our Lutheran church, I would suggest to you to continue to
support [Lutheran Bishop Bela] Harm�Hi, as he tried and tries to do his best. Some of his
critics who display at present the strongest anti-Communism were earlier much more willing
to compromise with the regime.
Also do not believe that chauvinism and anti-Semitism is spreading in Hungary; this is
simply a propaganda trick.
Yours sincerely,
Rudolf Andorka, Professor of Sociology
Economics University
Budapest, Hungary

E R R A T A

In our last issue, Vol. 1 0 , No. 4 (July 1 990) in the article, "Jan Hus, the Catholic Church and
Ecumenism," pp. 44-49 regretfully a number of errors crept in. First we need to clarify that
Professor Karel Skalicky did not co-author the article with Alexandra Moravec but that she
translated the original discussion of Dr. Skalicky with Dr. Jan M. Lochman, abridged it and
provided an introduction. P. 44, 1 st line of the biography should read, "Dr. Karel Skalicky
(Roman Catholic) is a priest and a former secretary to Josef Cardinal Beran." Line 6 of the
same paragraph should be "journal." P. 48, 2nd paragraph, 3rd line should read, "an expert"
and line 8 "his original" and "found in" while in the last paragraph, 1 st line should read
"Husites." On p. 49, 1 st paragraph, line 3 , "intent," line 4 again "Husites" and in the 2nd
paragraph line 3 should be "his stubborn." We regret any misunderstanding this may have
caused.
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